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BIG QUESTIONS
Where are we? Where are we going?

OK, this is definitely the hard part. Do
you see the move as a rent break? A
prelude to marriage? A replacement for
it? A way to practice playing house? At
the very least, do you both have a com-
mon definition of monogamy? When you
live together, you’re more acutely aware
of each other’s friendships and social
schedule.

HOUSE PARTIES
Are you a social butterfly or a wall-

flower? In solid relationships, there is an
implicit understanding of what’s cool and

what’s not. Just because friends drop by
for post-club pancakes at your place
doesn’t mean they’re welcome at the
new place. Who comes and goes, when
and how often, though, isn’t as big a
factor as your personal comings and
goings. Although you should feel free to
enjoy most of your single-life pursuits, be
considerate of the concerns of your new
roomie. If you’re invited for post-work-
day cocktails, is the norm going to be:
calling to invite your date, calling and
letting him or her know you’ll be late,
just going, or heading home for private
time instead?

DUST BUNNIES
It may seem trivial, but the umpteenth

time you have to pick up dirty undies
from the bathroom floor, it will be a very
big deal. First, you’ll be combining two
households worth of junk, and it’s often
hard to be diplomatic about what stays
and what goes. Second, you’re used to
privacy when you floss, clip, scratch, or
whatever. You’re used to your own time-
line for chores. If necessary, re-visit
Home Ec days and create a task sched-
ule. Not sexy, but effective. Your other

cleaning concerns include convenience
of laundry rooms, cooking habits and,
especially, smoking and pets.

DOLLARS AND CENTS
Nothing puts stress on a relationship

like money, or the lack thereof. Create
concrete guidelines upfront. Will you
keep all of your bills separate or com-
bine them? Are rent and utilities split
down the middle regardless of income?
What about flexible expenses like gro-
ceries and household items? Start by
reviewing your apartment’s leasing poli-
cies. It may be necessary to create a new
agreement. The property may make you

both sign a new lease. If your partner
can’t make the rent, can you pick up the
slack? If, sadly, it just doesn’t work out,
who’s left holding the lease? Although
you shouldn’t have to ask permission for
every mojito or pair of Kenneth Coles,
you should share a rough idea of your
financial situation. If one of you has poor
credit, it can affect your rental and credit
options. It may be best to pay off debts
and do a little damage control before
becoming too entwined. If you’re not
vested in your job, your dispensable
income can change quickly as well. If
you change jobs, will you change
spaces, too? How flexible are you both?
How able are you to pick up the whole
tab if things get rocky?

Now that you’re completely paranoid
about this venture, realize that there are
many benefits to bunking down with
your honey. Even with different work
schedules, you’ll have more time togeth-
er. Down time, cooking meals, late nights
— you’ll already be there instead of
commuting. You can be each other’s
bodyguards, movie buddies, and thera-
pists. But, hopefully, not each other’s
housekeeper. 

Are you ready to move in together?
Continued from Page 3

Serving Uptown, Turtle Creek and the Park Cities Area
Climate Controlled • Boxes & Packing Supplies • Wine Storage

Big & Small Units • Security Cameras/Key Pad Access

214.954.4404 • 2711 Cedar Springs 
(next to Texas de Brazil) www.self-store.net

972-991-4233 • 5769 Belt Line Road • Dallas, TX 75254
email: leasing@lagunaluxury.com • website: www.macapartments.com
Mon-Wed & Fri 8:30 to 5:30; Thurs 8:30 to 7pm Sat. 10-5; Sun. 1-5

� GOLF COURSE VIEWS

� PANORAMIC
WINDOW VIEWS

� OVERSIZED BEDROOMS

� GOURMET KITCHENS

� DRAMATIC LIGHTING

� ROMAN SOAKING TUBS

� BUILT-IN BOOKSHELVES

For a select time
2 bedrooms start at $899

2730 OAKTREE DRIVE • CARROLLTON • 972-418-1775 • WWW.CARROLLTONPROPERTIES.NET

Free full-sized washers & dryers
Wood-burning fireplaces
State of the art kitchens

Lofty 9-foot & vaulted ceilings
Lighted pools & tennis courts
Patios/balconies

The apartment that’s built like a home

$595
one & two bedrooms start at

Though it seems unromantic to

parse all the details, it’s necessary to

have one or two “big relationship talks”

before moving day. It’s awkward, but

better for everyone if expectations are

expressed upfront. Think about what

you want and need instead of trying to

figure it out on the spot, and allow

your partner the time to collate his or

her thoughts, too. What might be no

big deal to you could be a real deal-

breaker to your new roomie.

“ it’s necessary to have one 
or two "big relationship talks"

before moving day ”
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WE OFFER LARGE SPACIOUS TOWNHOMES WITH HARDWOOD FLOORS STARTING AT $599

At Sycamore we understand that it’s your space… 
that’s why we encourage you to personalize it!

SYCAMORE TREE APARTMENTS 5015 Lahoma (Off Mahanna between Cedar Springs & Lemmon) 1-888-240-7419 • For more photos & to apply online visit www.sycamoretreeapartments.com

�
Sycamore Tree

Apartments
501 LaHoma

1-888-240-7419

�
Post Addison Circle
5009 Addison Circle

972-392-6000
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Downtown

Lower Greenville
Uptown

Deep Ellum

Oak Lawn

Lakewood

Preston Hollow

Addison

Farmers Branch
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Lake
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Field

DFW
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�

�
Laguna Luxury

Apartments
5769 Belt Line Rd. 

972-991-4233

WHERE  
THEY ARE




